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(3) urges all Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe participating States
to respect fully the independence, sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity of Georgia, re-
fraining from any acts constituting a threat
of or use of force, direct or indirect, and
abiding by the principle of the inviolability
of frontiers;

(4) expresses its support for the Govern-
ment of Georgia’s plan to control peacefully
and reestablish authority in the region of
South Ossetia, viewing it as an opportunity
to restore the territorial integrity of the
country and to protect the individual rights
and democratic liberties of those living in
South Ossetia;

(5) urges the United States to increase its
efforts in support of the peaceful reincorpo-
ration of South Ossetia to Georgia, including
efforts to support the greater involvement of
the international community, including the
Russian Federation, the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, the Euro-
pean Union, and international organizations
in the peaceful settlement of the South
Ossetian conflict; and

(6) supports the ongoing democratic trans-
formation in Georgia and will continue to
monitor closely the peace process in South
Ossetia, including the implementation by all
sides of their obligations under the peace
plan if it is accepted.

CONGRATULATING FENTON ART
GLASS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 345 which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 345) recognizing the
100th anniversary of Fenton Art Glass, a be-
loved institution in West Virginia, that con-
tinues to contribute to the economic and
cultural heritage of the State through its
production of world renowned, hand-blown
glass.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD, without intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 345

Whereas Fenton Art Glass rose from its
humble beginnings as a glass decorating
company in 1905, and came to settle in
Williamstown, West Virginia, by opening a
factory to create their own glass when they
were unable to obtain the glass that they
needed;

Whereas, with the vision of brothers Frank
and John Fenton, Fenton Art Glass began to
create innovative new colors and established
the company in the forefront of the hand-
blown glass industry;

Whereas in 1907, Fenton introduced its
highly colorful Iridescent, or ‘‘Carnival”’
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Glass, which became instantly successful
throughout the country and is now highly
prized by collectors around the world;

Whereas during the 1930s and 1940s, Fenton
addressed the shortages felt by families in
the United States by producing mixing bowls
and tableware that were often unavailable
during the World War II and Depression
shortages;

Whereas Fenton Art Glass is not only a
family tradition, with the third generation
of the Fenton family now carrying on the
legacy, but also a West Virginia institution,
employing generations of workers; and

Whereas Fenton Glass, known for its beau-
ty and precision in craftsmanship, is a sym-
bol of the dedication and care of the Fenton
family, as well as the pride in craftsmanship
so characteristic of the West Virginia people:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates
Fenton Art Glass on its centennial mile-
stone, for creating beautiful, hand-blown
glass in West Virginia for 100 years.

———

COMMENDING THE APPALACHIAN
STATE UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL
TEAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 346 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 346) commending the
Appalachian State University Football Team
for winning the 2005 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division 1-AA Football
Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 346

Whereas on December 16, 2005, the Appa-
lachian State Mountaineers defeated the
Northern Iowa Panthers in the Champion-
ship game of the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (‘‘NCAA”) Division I-AA
Football Tournament in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee;

Whereas the Mountaineers are the first
team from Appalachian State to win a NCAA
Championship in school history;

Whereas Appalachian State is the first uni-
versity in the State of North Carolina to win
a NCAA football championship;

Whereas head coach Jerry Moore, the all-
time winningest coach in Southern Con-
ference history, won his first NCAA title in
his seventeenth year as head coach of the
Mountaineers, improving to 140-67 his record
as head coach at Appalachian State;

Whereas defensive ends Marques Murrell
and Jason Hunter, as well as safety Corey
Lynch, were named to the I-AA All America
team;

Whereas junior defensive end Marques
Murrell, who finished the game with 9 tack-
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les and forced a fumble with 9 minutes, 14
seconds remaining in the game, and senior
Jason Hunter, who finished the game with
ten tackles, returned it for the winning
touchdown;

Whereas injured senior quarterback and
Southern Conference Offensive Player of the
Year Richie Williams courageously led the
Mountaineers in the second half while play-
ing with an injured ankle tendon;

Whereas the Mountaineer defense held the
Panthers scoreless in the second half;

Whereas backup quarterback Trey Elder
led Appalachian State to a 29-23 victory over
Furman University to earn a spot in the
final contest;

Whereas the Mountaineers defeated Lehigh
University and Southern Illinois to advance
to the I-AA ‘““Final Four’’;

Whereas the Mountaineer team members
are excellent representatives of a fine uni-
versity that is a leader in higher education,
producing many fine student-athletes and
other leaders;

Whereas each player, coach, trainer, man-
ager, and staff member dedicated this season
and their efforts to ensure the Appalachian
State University Mountaineers reached the
summit of college football;

Whereas the Mountaineers showed tremen-
dous dedication to each other, appreciation
to their fans, sportsmanship to their oppo-
nents, and respect for the game of football
throughout the 2005 season; and

Whereas residents of the Old North State
and Appalachian fans worldwide are to be
commended for their long-standing support,
perseverance, and pride in the team: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the champion Appalachian
State University Mountaineers for their his-
toric win in the 2005 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I-AA Football
Championship;

(2) recognizes the achievements of the
players, coaches, students, alumni, and sup-
port staff who were instrumental in helping
Appalachian State University win the cham-
pionship; and

(3) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
transmit a copy of this resolution to Appa-
lachian State University Chancellor Kenneth
Peacock and head coach Jerry Moore for ap-
propriate display.

——
CHARITABLE GIVING

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Con. Res. 75 which was submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 75)
encouraging all Americans to increase their
charitable giving with the goal of increasing
the annual amount of charitable giving in
the United States by 1 percent.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 75) was agreed to.
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The preamble was agreed to.
The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:
S. CON. RES. 75

Whereas individual charitable giving rates
among Americans have stagnated at 1.5 to
2.2 percent of aggregate individual income
for the past 50 years;

Whereas a 1 percent increase (from 2 per-
cent to 3 percent) in charitable giving will
generate over $90,000,000,000 to charity;

Whereas charitable giving is a significant
source of funding for health, education, and
welfare programs; and

Whereas a 1 percent increase in charitable
giving would provide some of the funds that
will allow the nation to meet our health,
education and welfare goals. Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress en-
courages all Americans to increase their
charitable giving, with the goal of increasing
the annual amount of charitable giving in
the United States by 1 percent.

————
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION  AU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2005—CON-
FERENCE REPORT

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of the conference report to ac-
company S. 1281, the NASA authoriza-
tion bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the House to the bill (S. 1281),
to authorize appropriations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration for
science, aeronautics, exploration, explo-
ration capabilities, and the Inspector Gen-
eral, and for other purposes, for fiscal years
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010, having met,
have agreed that the Senate recede from its
disagreement to the amendment of the
House and agree to the same with an amend-
ment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed to the consideration of
the conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House Proceedings of the RECORD
of December 18, 2005.)

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President,
last Friday, when I spoke to my col-
leagues about the NASA authorization
bill, the Senate, in the press of other
business at the end of the session, was
unable to take up the conference report
on S. 1281, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authoriza-
tion Act of 2005. Since then, the House
of Representatives has adopted the re-
port under suspension of the rules,
demonstrating wide support for the
compromise bill. I am very bpleased
that the Senate is now poised to ap-
prove the conference report as well.

I want to thank my ranking member
on the Science and Space Sub-
committee, Senator NELSON of Florida,
for all his help. Chairman STEVENS and
Senator INOUYE were active partici-
pants throughout this process, and I
certainly appreciate their efforts. Sen-
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ator LOTT was a key member of the
Senate team that has brought us to
this point.

My subcommittee staff, Jeff Bing-
ham and Tom Cremins, and Senator
NELSON’s staff, Jean Toal Eisen and
Chan Lieu, work so well together and
have done so much to bring us to this
point, and I want to say thank you to
them.

When President Bush announced a
new Vision for Space Exploration in
January of 2004, he was not simply de-
scribing a new mission for NASA; he
was describing a pathway to a future
for the next generation. The legislation
embodied in this conference report rep-
resents a statement by the Congress
that the Vision for Space Exploration
is the right vision for America in the
new age of space. At the same time, the
bill provides guidance to help NASA do
its part in leading the way along this
new path to the future by building ef-
fectively on lessons learned and by effi-
ciently using its resources, especially
the talent and expertise of its work-
force.

S. 1281, as modified by the conference
report, provides authorization for
NASA funding at $17.9 billion in fiscal
year 2007 and $18.7 billion in fiscal year
2008. The conferees believe these levels
of funding will ensure the successful re-
turn to flight of the space shuttle and
the completion of the international
space station, as well as continuing the
important work in exploration,
science, aeronautics and education.

These funding levels also take into
account the recently identified short-
fall between what the administration
had been projecting for shuttle flights
and the number of flights needed to
complete the international space sta-
tion, meet our international commit-
ments, and provide an important re-
search capability in space.

I am especially pleased that the con-
ference report provides the designation
of the U.S. portion of the space station
as national laboratory. This is an im-
portant and significant part of the bill.
First, it demonstrates that the Con-
gress understands the great value and
potential represented by the research
that can be done aboard the space sta-
tion. It underscores the need to ensure
that the laboratory is as capable, effi-
cient and well equipped as we can make
it. Second, it provides a framework for
bringing additional, non-NASA re-
sources to bear in supporting research
aboard the space station. This will en-
able NASA to focus its resources on re-
search needed to support the Vision for
Exploration, while continuing to pro-
vide space station research opportuni-
ties in the broader areas of life sciences
and fundamental sciences.

In my previous statement, I men-
tioned briefly a perfect example of the
kind of fundamental research that the
space station enables, which was de-
scribed in a recent hearing before the
Commerce Committee. Dr. Sam Ting,
of MIT, discussed the Alpha Magnetic
Spectrometer, scheduled to be attached
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to the space station. This device takes
advantage of the unique space environ-
ment to measure—and help under-
stand—the characteristics of matter in
the universe. The results of this experi-
ment could revolutionize our knowl-
edge about the interactions of matter
and potentially lead, for example, to
the development of new, and virtually
unlimited, energy sources.

As we move forward with the Vision
for Space Exploration, we will need
new vehicles and launch capabilities.
NASA has made the decision to base
those new vehicles on much of the ex-
isting capabilities and designs of the
space shuttle program. This legislation
ratifies that decision and provides the
policy foundation to ensure its success-
ful implementation. The evolution of
our launch vehicles to a new genera-
tion requires that we be especially
careful not to undermine our existing
capabilities for human space flight.
The legislation ensures a smooth tran-
sition between the shuttle and the new
crew exploration vehicles by providing
adequate resources to continue shuttle
flights and accelerate CEV develop-
ment so as to minimize any gap be-
tween the two systems. In addition, the
legislation specifically directs NASA
to make the maximum possible utiliza-
tion of the personnel, assets, and capa-
bilities of the space shuttle program in
developing the next generation of crew
and cargo vehicles. The new CEV will
be designed with the flexibility to
carry out a variety of missions. It will
specifically be designed to provide ac-
cess to the space station, and thus ful-
fills the role of a crew rescue vehicle,
CRYV, if needed, to ensure the safety of
our crews aboard the international
space station.

In order to further facilitate the evo-
lution of current human space flight
systems into those needed for the Vi-
sion for Exploration, the bill has pro-
vided for the merging of the human
space fight activities into a single ac-
count. This is intended to provide the
closest possible interaction between
these activities, in those areas where
they can be mutually supportive. At
the same time, the legislation contains
language to ensure that both the explo-
ration activities and the human space
flight, or space operations activities,
retain sufficient resources to fulfill
their core objectives.

Another important and historical
NASA research activity is aeronautical
research, a fundamental part of
NASA’s activities since its inception.
All of us recognize that the continued
health of the Nation’s aerospace indus-
try in a very competitive global mar-
ketplace makes it essential that we
have solid aeronautical research capa-
bilities. This legislation directs the de-
velopment of a national policy to guide
the Nation’s aeronautical research—in-
cluding that conducted by NASA. This
policy will enable us to make informed
decisions about the future directions
for aeronautics research and the nec-
essary resources to support them.
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